
 

Why is viscosity expressed in ISO grades?   

The ISO-VG classification standard is the result of a cooperative effort  by ISO (International 
Standards Organization), ASTM, STLE, BSI, and DIN to create a common viscosity 
classification scale for use mainly with industrial lubricants.  Each ISO-VG grade is established 
by observation at 40ºC.  The range of the grade is defined as ±10% from the mid-point.  The 
steps between one grade and the next higher grade is approximately 50% of the the lower 
grade as is demonstrated below:



